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	Comments on the Technical Series on Synthetic Biology


	Page #
	Line #
	Comment

	General comment
	The ambiguous definition for "synthetic biology" adopted in the document does not allow a correct interpretation of the context of this technology as a multidisciplinary field of study, in addition to showing in the document some examples that are not necessarily considered as products derived from SynBio. On the other hand, an unbalanced analysis is made between the potential negative impacts derived from the use of the technology to the detriment of its potential benefits.

	General comment
	We consider necessary to highlight the importance of maintaining solid technical-scientific criteria when assessing potential risks derived from the use of this technology that may threaten the objects of protection established as a state, and we also recognize the importance of the participation of the different actors that would allow the strengthening of a diverse and science-based analysis.

	General comment
	Regarding genetic resources, it is important to take into account the current benefit sharing instruments specially the Nagoya Protocol that embrace the DSI approach related to synthetic biology

	General comment
	It is recommended to invite and promote alliances with private sector, academics and other stakeholders in order to increase the capacity building, scientific researches and technology transfer related to synthetic biology 

	15
	7,8,9
	The application of synthetic biotechnology does not necessarily yield GM products that meet this definition, for example, we could have products with gene deletion, gene overexpression, targeted mutagenesis, silencing; in this sense, the definition proposed in the Cartagena Protocol regarding "modern biotechnology" and "living modified organism" does not cover the range of possibilities of synthetic biology. 

It is suggested the elimination of the linkage of synthetic biology with the above mentioned definitions in the Cartagena Protocol.

	23
	15-18
	In this paragraph could be mentioned that directed evolution in the gene editing context, genetic engineering in silico, synthesis of molecules and metabolic engineering are also other areas of research in synthetic biology 

	52
	10
	It is suggested that "real thing" be replaced by "non-synthetic product".

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”


Please submit your comments to secretariat@cbd.int.
