BRAZIL

FORM FOR THE SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION REQUESTED IN DECISION VIII/12 ON RISK ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT
A.
Country information
	Country name:
	Brazil


B.
Please indicate your country’s needs and priorities for further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of living modified organisms (LMOs)

	
	Needs and priorities for further guidance on risk assessment of LMOs
	Notes

	1
	No need for further guidance at this moment. 
	There is no need to develop further guidance at this moment, considering Cartagena Protocol objectives and the scientific material, guidance and guidelines available. However, we consider it essential to seek new topics periodically, as indicated and prioritized by Parties, considering scientific and technical advances. 


C.
Please propose possible criteria that may facilitate the selection of topics for the development of further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of LMOs, including a technical justification for each of the criterion proposed* 

	
	Criteria for the selection of topics
	Notes and technical justification

	1
	AVAILABILITY
	Whether similar guidance has been developed by national, regional and international bodies and, if so, their relevance to the objectives of the Cartagena Protocol and whether they can be revised or adapted to the objectives of the Protocol, as appropriate.

	2
	RELEVANCE
	The presentation of a technical justification and practical relevance for a specific topic to be developed, considering the objectives of Cartagena Protocol, and whether guidance on that topic would still be relevant at the time when it is ready to be used.

Examples of relevant criteria to be considered are:

· Potential dissemination and risk of crossing borders.

The possible release of organisms with high potential for dissemination, without proper risk assessment, can generate irreversible damages to the environment and public health.  Likewise, LMOs with the capacity to impact border countries require common bases of risk assessment, in order to provide safety to all countries involved.

· High risk of harm to the environment and public health.
Guidelines concerning LMOs that are more likely to impact the environment and public health, based on existing knowledge, should be prioritized in order to minimize the occurrence of irreversible damages due to the lack of a minimum basis for proper risk assessment.


	3
	EXPERIENCE
	The availability of experts in a topic that could contribute to guidance development, considering that the AHTEG should have a composition of experts with a curriculum that proves experience in that specific topic.


D.
Please share your views on perceived gaps in existing guidance materials

	
	Perceived gaps
	Views

	1
	There are no perceived gaps at this moment. 
	As aforementioned (item B), although Brazil does not identify a need to develop further guidance at this moment,  it is considered essential to seek new topics periodically, as indicated and prioritized by the Parties, considering  scientific and technical advances. It is also important (item C) to establish clear criteria for selecting topics for the development of possible further guidance on risk assessment of LMOs. 
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