
Annex 

FORM FOR THE SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION REQUESTED IN DECISION VIII/12 ON RISK ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT
A.
Country information
	Country name:
	JAPAN


B.
Please indicate your country’s needs and priorities for further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of living modified organisms (LMOs)
	
	Needs and priorities for further guidance on risk assessment of LMOs
	Notes

	1
	We recognize that guidance and/or relevant information on environmental risk assessment of LMOs already exist.
	The general principles and methodology of environmental risk assessment have already been set forth in Annex III of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

In addition, if Parties need further detailed instructions on conducting risk assessment of LMOs, they can refer to the roadmap outlined in the Guidance on Risk Assessment of LMOs. (The roadmap has been designed to be applicable to all types of LMOs.)


C.
Please propose possible criteria that may facilitate the selection of topics for the development of further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of LMOs, including a technical justification for each of the criterion proposed* 

	
	Criteria for the selection of topics
	Notes and technical justification

	1
	We believe it is necessary that an overwhelming consensus among Parties is reached on the particular point that the topics in question meet the following three requirements:  

(a) Involvement of LMOs for which sufficient experience of environmental risk assessment exists in several Parties;
(b) Involvement of LMOs that are aimed to be intentionally introduced into the environment; 

(c) Involvement of living organisms for which there is (or, might be) large volume of international or regional trade.
	High importance should be attached on gaining consensus among the Parties when drafting international documents to ensure an uninterrupted and productive process.

Additional guidance to be produced should be made practical, since it is meant to serve as a reference for Parties that are conducting environmental risk assessment on the topic for the first time. In other words, additional guidance should be based on actual experience of assessment on the topic, providing prospective and practical options in resolving difficulties encountered when conducting an assessment. 

We consider it important to give priority to topics involving the release of LMOs that may cause adverse effects on the environment, in respect of the objectives of the Protocol.

From this point of view, collecting information proposed in (b) and (c) is thus considered as necessary, in order to identify the magnitude of potential adverse effect on the environment that could have been caused by the release of the LMOs.

	After the selection of topics
	In order to ensure smooth implementation following the selection of the topics, we consider it useful to have a common understanding among Parties on the way to conduct the whole process. A phased approach may ensure transparency of the discussion, and enable every participant to potentially contribute to the process, based on a common understanding.
	


D.
Please share your views on perceived gaps in existing guidance materials

	
	Perceived gaps
	Views

	1
	There is no information/ explanation on how scientific knowledge accumulated through previous environmental risk assessments is used efficiently to further improve the assessment-implementation process.
	Owing to over 20 years’ experience in environmental risk assessment of LMOs, we have succeeded in gathering reliable scientific knowledge on the functions of genes and/or genetic substances, the ecology of host plants, and the ecosystems which potentially receive LMOs. By consolidating such scientific information and simplifying the process of risk assessment through these findings, we can perform environmental risk assessments more efficiently, and to deal with new issues emerging from the progress in technologies.


___________

