Two Weeks – April 2014

Themes:
Discussion Group: Techniques for engaging the public
Theme 1: Public debates 
· What are the primary means through which public debate is taking place (e.g. TV, radio, print)? Should the costs be covered by the government or the media? 

· How are the public debates being conducted (e.g. moderated, pre-selected questions)? Is it sufficient? 
· In your experience, what should the criteria be to select participants/panelists for a balanced public debate (e.g. selecting government officials, NGOs, private sector)? 

· In your experience, at what point(s) in the decision-making process on LMOs should a public debate take place (e.g. development of regulatory frameworks, field trials and/or prior to or after making a decision on an import of an LMO)? Are these on general or specific issues? 

· In what way are the main points from speeches and public comments reflected in public debates possibly integrated into outcomes of final decisions? Are the methods and reasons made public?

Theme 2: Surveys 
· In what format are surveys (e.g. questionnaires, opinion polls) principally made available: electronically (e.g. soft copies via e-mail); in hard copies; and open-ended or multiple choice (e.g. check boxes) questions; summarized simplified format or original technical format)?
· In your experience, what should the criteria be to select and engage participants for a balanced survey (e.g. selecting government officials, NGOs, private sector, local communities)? 

· Is it feasible to enable surveys in languages other than the official national language(s)?

· In your experience, at what point(s) in the decision-making process on LMOs should a survey take place (e.g. development of regulatory frameworks, field trials prior to or after making a decision on an import of an LMO)? What should the time period be for the survey? 

· In what way are the main points synthesized and possibly integrated into outcomes of final decisions? Is there an evaluation mechanism (e.g. criteria to measure achievements)? 

Theme 3: Public meetings 
· How and where are public meetings (e.g. public hearings, citizens’ juries) organized (e.g. national/local governments, organizations, selected topics)? Who should cover the cost?
· In your experience, how are public meetings being conducted (e.g. agenda with speeches, moderated, question and answer sessions, oversight/advisory panels, interventions in oral or writing, final decisions taken by a jury)?
· In your experience, what should the criteria be for who to notify and include in public meetings (e.g. all public or a selected representatives of the public, media, government officers, witnesses, testifiers)? Should interventions/applications be allowed to participate?
· Is it feasible to enable public meetings in languages other than the official national language(s)?

· In your experience, at what point(s) in the decision-making process on LMOs should public meetings take place (e.g. development of regulatory frameworks, field trials and/or prior to or after making a decision on an import of an LMO)? What should the time period be (e.g. within an hour, a few hours, 1 day and/or a few days)?

· In what way are the main points from public meetings being collected (e.g. verbatim transcripts, notes, summaries, reports), analyzed and integrated into outcomes of final decisions? Does your government have an evaluation mechanism (e.g. independent review)? 

Theme 4: Advisory boards 
· What should the key functions be for an advisory body (e.g. advisory committees/commissions) in facilitating public participation (e.g. advice on scientific, take into account socio-economic considerations, review notifications, follow/evaluate research, ensure adequate testing of LMOs, advice/report to NFPs/CNAs, involve the public)?

· In your experience, how are advisory boards being conducted (e.g. regular meetings 1-4 times a year, facilitated by a Chair, required attendance/quorum, voting through secret ballot, open discussions)
· In your experience, what should the criteria be for selecting and/or nominating a balanced and sufficient representation from the public (e.g. government officials, non-governmental organizations, private sector, scientific experts, academia)? What other criteria are in place (e.g. the time period for members, maximum number of members, full/part-time employees)? 

· Who should cover the costs (e.g. members being paid, operational costs, public notices)? 

· In your experience, at what point(s) in the decision-making process on LMOs should advisory boards meet (e.g. development of regulatory frameworks, field trials and/or prior to making a decision on an import of an LMO)? Are these sufficient?  

· In what way are the main points/decisions collected (e.g. minutes, reports, votes) and integrated into outcomes of final decisions? Are there criteria for evaluating the integration into decisions (e.g. periodic reviews, assigned government officials)?
Theme 5: Online modern techniques  
· What are the primary online modern techniques through which to facilitate public participation (e.g. national BCH, websites, online forums/discussion groups, social media sites, networks)?
· How are these online modern technology being conducted (e.g. regular or ad hoc posting, posts with guiding questions, automated RSS feeds, moderated, standardized responses)? 

· In your experience, what should the criteria be to invite participants for the online modern techniques? 

· Is it feasible to enable online modern techniques in languages other than the official national language(s)?

· In your experience, at what point(s) in the decision-making process on LMOs should online modern techniques be used (e.g. development of regulatory frameworks, field trials and/or prior to or after making a decision on an import of an LMO)? 

· Should public comments be on a simplified or original format (e.g. summaries/synthesized or general/technical reports)? 

· In what way are the main points from public comments collected and possibly integrated into outcomes of final decisions? Are there evaluation mechanisms (e.g. periodic reviews)? 

Theme 6: Traditional techniques 
· In your experience, which are the primary traditional techniques through which to facilitate public participation? Should the techniques take place in selected areas (e.g. local and town hall meetings, libraries, market places)?

· How is the traditional techniques conducted (e.g. regular or ad hoc basis, face-to-face meetings, question and answer sessions)? 

· In your experience, what should the criteria be to invite local communities to participate? 

· Is it feasible to enable traditional techniques in languages other than the official national language(s)?

· In your experience, at what point(s) in the decision-making process on LMOs should traditional techniques be used (e.g. development of regulatory frameworks, field trials and/or prior to or after making a decision on an import of an LMO)? 

· Should public comments and opinions be provided in a simplified or original format (e.g. summaries/checkbox or registers or full reports)? 

