
Response to notification 2011-203: European Union and its Members States 
submission of information as requested in the Survey Form to Assist Parties 

to Assess the Level of Public Awareness of Issues Regarding Living 
Modified Organisms 

 
 
In its decision BS-V/13, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety adopted a programme of work on public awareness, education 
and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms 
(LMOs) for the period 2011-2015. One of the suggested activities under operational objective 2.1 of 
the programme of work is for Parties to conduct baseline surveys to ascertain the level of public 
awareness and evaluate public awareness of the issues regarding LMOs. In accordance with this 
decision, the EU has performed a baseline survey by gathering data from surveys performed to 
date, that ascertain the level of public awareness of issues related to living modified organisms.  
 
Several surveys, called Eurobarometers, were conducted in the European Union in the last years 
on Biotechnologies and food-related risks.  
  
The relevant surveys, which are all publicly available, are: 

 The Special Eurobarometer 354/ Wave 73.5, " Food-related risks" 

This Eurobarometer survey was commissioned by the European Food Safety Authority in 
order to assess consumers' views on food-related risks (including those related to genetically 
modified food and feed). It was carried out in the 27 Member States of the European Union by 
TNS Opinion & Social network in June 2010 
(http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_354_en.pdf); 

 The Special Eurobarometer 341 / Wave 73.1, "Biotechnology" 

This Eurobarometer survey was commissioned by the European Commission’s Directorate 
General (DG) for Research to gain a deeper insight into Europeans’ views on biotechnology. It 
was carried out in the 27 Member States of the European Union by TNS Opinion & Social 
network in February 2010 (http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_341_en.pdf ); 

 The Special Eurobarometer 295 / Wave 68.2, "Attitudes of European citizens towards the 
environment" 

This Eurobarometer survey was commissioned by the European Commission’s Directorate 
General Environment to measure the opinions, attitudes and behaviour of Europeans towards 
the environment. It was carried out in the 27 Member States of the European Union in the by 
TNS Opinion & Social network between November and December 2007 
(http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_295_en.pdf) 

 The Special Eurobarometer 244b  / Wave 64.3, "Europeans and Biotechnology in 2005: 
Patterns and Trends" 

This was the sixth in a series of Eurobarometer surveys on biotechnology. This survey stands 
as a contribution to the informed public and policy debate. It was carried out in 2005 and 
covered the (at that time) 25 Member States of the European 
Union (http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_244b_en.pdf). 

 
The relevant information from the original sources is attached to this file in an annex.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_354_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_341_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/barometer/pdf/summary2008_environment_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/barometer/pdf/summary2008_environment_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_244b_en.pdf


 
This information fits in the Survey Form to Assist Parties to Assess the Level of Public Awareness 
of Issues Regarding Living Modified Organisms as contained in notification 2011-203 of the CBD 
Secretariat, as described below: 
 

 Question 5 (awareness of modern biotech) and question 10 (awareness of types of 
LMO's): information related to the awareness of LMO's in food can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 244b  (p.16) and the Eurobarometer 341 (p.13-16); 

 Question 7 (awareness of any safety issues associated with modern biotechnology) and 
question 11 (awareness of issues concerning LMO's): information related to the awareness 
of 

o potential adverse environmental impacts of LMO's can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 295 (p.8) and the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 18, 79, 88, 89); 

o potential adverse human health impacts of LMO's can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 18, 21, 23); 

o potential agricultural and food security benefits of LMO's can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 244b  (p. 22) and the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 25); 

o potential environmental benefits of LMO's can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 75, 83, 87); 

o ethical issues concerning LMO's can be retrieved from the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 
26, 80, 91); 

o LMO's labeling issues can be retrieved from the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 85);  

o LMO food safety issues can be retrieved from the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 18, 21, 24, 
78), the Eurobarometer 354 (p. 23) and the Eurobarometer 244b  (p. 17); 

o other issues like knowledge about biology and genetics can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 244b  (p. 58-59); 

 Question 18 (to be informed or to have access to information regarding 
LMO's): information related to the access to information regarding LMO's can be 
retrieved from the Eurobarometer 295 (p. 60), the Eurobarometer 341 (p. 17) and the 
Eurobarometer 244b  (p. 60-63); information on public confidence in sources of 
information on food-related risks (not specific to LMO's) can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 354 (p. 43-60); 

 Question 19 (means to receive or access information regarding LMO's): information 
related to the means to receive information about biotechnology can be retrieved from 
the Eurobarometer 244b (p. 61-64).  

 
The EU will use the information gathered through those surveys when developing further 
strategies to achieve some of the other operational objectives of the programme of work on 
public awareness, education and participation. 


