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	0
	0
	ISF would like to thank the Secretariat for the opportunity to provide comments on the report of the AHTEG on synthetic biology.

	5/6
	28/33
	Here the report states that the AHTEG concluded that most living organisms developed applying methods of synthetic biology (which have never been identified in the report) fall under the definition of a living modified organism as per the Cartagena Protocol. At the same time the report suggests (paragraph 33) that LMOs can even be indistinguishable from organisms that are not genetically modified and that occur naturally or through conventional breeding. In the opinion of ISF and according to the Cartagena Protocol for an organism to be an LMO, it needs to fulfil the requirement of a novel combination of genetic material overcoming natural physiological reproductive or recombination barriers. Thus the reference to an LMO that is indistinguishable from a non-modified organism should be removed.

	6
	34-38
	Identification and monitoring as discussed in paragraphs 34-38 may or may not be applicable since the organisms might per se be indistinguishable from naturally occurring genetic variation. Defining prerequisites that are impossible to be met by developers is inappropriate and runs contrary to the concept of reasonable and reliable requirements.

	6/7
	Section 3.5
	The argument from the previous point for the detection, identification and monitoring is true also regarding risk assessment and risk management requirements. Such measures should only be applicable to LMOs that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account risks to human health. In the opinion of ISF plants that cannot be distinguished from plants that occur naturally or through conventional breeding, do not pose any distinguishable risks either.
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