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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

™ .
3. 1 JClaims Nos.:
T because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1.1 I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. X No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

see annex
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o The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM POT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found nultiple (groups of)

i nventions

in this international application, as follows:

1. clainms: 1-6

An isolated nucleic acid fragnent conprising a precursor

mi RNA said precursor mi RNA corresponding substantially to

t he deoxyri bonucl eoti de sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO 11
(i) wherein nucleotides 430 to 450 of SEQ ID NO 11 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucl eotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 244 to 264 of SEQ ID NO 11
are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridi zing. to the first variable subsequence of the
precursor mi RNA;

plants conprising said nucleic acid fragnent;

net hods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell conprising using said nucleic acid fragment.

2. clains: 7-12

An isolated nucleic acid fragnent conprising a precursor

mi RNA said precursor mi RNA corresponding substantially to

t he deoxyri bonucl eoti de sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO 12
(i) wherein nucleotides 94 to 114 SEQ ID NO:12 are replaced
by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging in size
from about 19 to about 30 nucl eotides depending upon the
target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and (ii)
further wherein nucleotides 163 to 183 of SEQ ID NO 12 are
repl aced by a second variable nucl eotide subsequence rangi ng
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said second
vari abl e nucl eotide subsequence being capable of hybridizing
to the first variable subsequence of the precursor mi RNA
plants conprising said nucleic acid fragnent;

net hods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell conprising using said nucleic acid fragment.

3. clains: 13-18
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

4.

5.

An isolated nucleic acid fragnent conprising a precursor

m RNA said precursor m RNA corresponding substantially to

t he deoxyribonucl eotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO 13
(i) wherein nucleotides 53 to 73 of SEQ ID NO 13 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 97 to 117 of SEQ ID NO 13
are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing to the first variable subsequence of the
precursor m RNA;

plants conprising said nucleic acid fragnment;

nmet hods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell conprising using said- nucleic acid fragnent.

clainms: 19-24

An isolated nucleic acid fragnent conprising a precursor

m RNA said precursor mRNA corresponding substantially to

t he deoxyribonucl eotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO 14
(i) wherein nucleotides 110 to 130 of SEQ ID NO:14 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 184 to 203 of SEQ ID NO 14
are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing to the first variable subsequence of the ,
precursor m RNA;

plants conprising said nucleic acid fragnment;

nmet hods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell conprising using said nucleic acid fragnent.

claims: 25-30
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  POT/ISA/ 210

An isolated nucleic acid fragment conprising a precursor

m RNA said precursor m RNA corresponding substantially to
the deoxyribonucl eotide sequence set forth in SEQ 1D NO 15
(i) wherein nucleotides 83 to 103 of SEQ ID NO 15 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression .is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 172 to 192 of SEQ ID NO 15
are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucl eotides, said
second variabl e nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing to the first variable subsequence of the
precursor m RNA; '

pl ants conprising said nucleic acid fragment;

net hods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
pl ant cell comprising using said nucleic acid fragnent.
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