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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1 . claims: 1-6

An isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising a precursor
m iRNA said precursor m iRNA corresponding substantially to
the deoxyribonucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 11

(i) wherein nucleotides 430 to 450 of SEQ ID NO: 11 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 244 to 264 of SEQ ID NO:11
are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing. to the first variable subsequence of the
precursor m iRNA;
plants comprising said nucleic acid fragment;
methods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell comprising using said nucleic acid fragment.

2 . claims: 7-12

An isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising a precursor
m iRNA said precursor m iRNA corresponding substantially to
the deoxyribonucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 12
(i) wherein nucleotides 94 to 114 SEQ ID N0:12 are replaced
by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging in size
from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon the
target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and (ii)
further wherein nucleotides 163 to 183 of SEQ ID NO: 12 are
replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said second
variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of hybridizing
to the first variable subsequence of the precursor m iRNA;
plants comprising said nucleic acid fragment;
methods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell comprising using said nucleic acid fragment.

3 . claims: 13-18
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An isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising a precursor
miRNA said precursor miRNA corresponding substantially to
the deoxyribonucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 13
(i) wherein nucleotides 53 to 73 of SEQ ID NO: 13 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 97 to 117 of SEQ .ID NO: 13
are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing to the first variable subsequence of the
precursor miRNA;
plants comprising said nucleic acid fragment;
methods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell comprising using said- nucleic acid fragment.

4 . claims: 19-24

An isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising a precursor
miRNA said precursor miRNA corresponding substantially to
the deoxyribonucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 14
(i) wherein nucleotides 110 to 130 of SEQ ID N0:14 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 184 to 203 of SEQ ID NO: 14

are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing to the first variable subsequence of the ,
precursor miRNA;
plants comprising said nucleic acid fragment;
methods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell comprising using said nucleic acid fragment.

5 . claims: 25-30
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An isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising a precursor
miRNA said precursor miRNA corresponding substantially to
the deoxyribonucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ D NO: 15

(i) wherein nucleotides 83 to 103 of SEQ ID NO: 15 are
replaced by a first variable nucleotide subsequence ranging
in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides depending upon
the target sequence whose expression is to be reduced and
(ii) further wherein nucleotides 172 to 192 of SEQ ID NO: 15

are replaced by a second variable nucleotide subsequence
ranging in size from about 19 to about 30 nucleotides, said
second variable nucleotide subsequence being capable of
hybridizing to the first variable subsequence of the
precursor miRNA;
plants comprising said nucleic acid fragment;
methods for reducing expression of a target sequence in a
plant cell comprising using said nucleic acid fragment.
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