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CAPACITY BUILDING NEEDS AND PRIORITIES REGARDING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS
Location

Continental country whose nearest point of the sea is  at 600 km, Niger covers an area of 1,267,000 km2 and is positioned between longitudes 0 ° 16 'and 16 ° East and latitude 11 ° 01 ' and 23 ° 17 'North. The northern boundaries of the country are therefore confined to tropical north. The 3 / 4 of the country is desert, with the Tenere Desert that is among the most formidable deserts in the world.

Niger shares over 5,000 km of common borders with Algeria and Libya to the north, Mali and Burkina Faso to the west and south-west, Benin and Nigeria to the south, Chad to the Est.
Socioeconomic characteristics

The population is composed of eight major socio-linguistic groups (Prof. Hamidou Sidikou, February 1998) characterized especially with respect to their socio-cultural identity and are divided into several subgroups. They are more than 85% and are mostly rural farmers but may work in addition in other secondary activities such as crafts, fishing or trade. They therefore depend mainly on natural resources and are organized in communities whose relations with this environment are strongly influenced by cultural facts.

Niger's population of 15790 352 inhabitants in 2009 (FMR, 2009) with 50.14% of women. The population growth rate is one of the highest in the world

Rural activities (agro pastoral) remain the main work of nearly 90% of Nigerians. Croplands occupy about 12% of the total (3 605 000 ha in 1996).
Livestock is one of the biggest wealth activity of Niger. Much of the country unsuitable for rained agriculture has mainly pastoral vocation.
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The economy of Niger republic is relatively diversified and remains at rudimentary stage. Mean income rate of population was estimated at U.S. $ 280 in 1992 against U.S. $ 302.9 in 1961-63, U.S. $ 462.7 in 1981-83. With a real growth rate estimated in 1998 to 4.5%, and can be estimated at U.S. $ 970. 

In conclusion, after reviewing the general features of the country, it emerges that the biological resources and natural environment remain the sole medium of all systems of production and therefore for survival. In Niger, that idea is even more relevant as the country's economy is largely dominated by agriculture which is unfortunately subjected to various climatic constraints, leading to food insecurity and recurrent periods of famine in several localities of the country. 

Indeed, each year there are 10 to 30% of the population cereal needs losses over of 50%, and nearly 100,000 hectares of farmland were unproductive. 
This situation is especially worrying because its effects come in addition with high population growth (3.2% according to estimation made recently (population info N ° 33, January 2010)), causing an imbalance between the needs that continue to growth and natural resources which only deteriorate. 

In this situation, especially modern biotechnology may well be a solution for Niger to significantly improve the living conditions of the population especially in the field of agricultural production. 

Following authorization for release, handling, use, etc.. of LMO in the national territory, a  system of  control, monitoring and assessment will be established to monitor potential effects on human health, biological diversity and socio-economic environment. It is in this spirit that a structure responsible for inspection, monitoring and assessment has been taken into account in structuring the national biosafety framework. The monitoring will also prepare a report which will discuss all the difficulties of implementing the framework.

Capacity building needs

.
The development and implementation of a National Biosafety Framework in Niger, particularly socio-economic considerations must take into account the lack of qualified human resources, material and financial resources which require a significant support.

..
Scientific and Technical needs 

 

 Training scientists on qualitative and quantitative methods for research and monitoring;
 
 Provide technical and financial support for reference   laboratory equipments; 

 Establish expertise in the following specialties: Plant Genetics, Entomology, Taxonomy, Plant Pathology, Agronomy, Environmental Impact Assessment, and Epidemiology. 

 Organize training, information and awareness sessions of actors (government, civil society, scientists, community bases, private sector etc..) on  LMOs socio-economic impacts
 .

Establish regional and international cooperation for sharing experience
Legislative needs
 ..
• the application decree on the circulation, marketing and use of LMOs;

.
• the application decree on the control and monitoring of LMOs  produced or imported in Niger ; 

• the application decree establishing the conditions for introduction in Niger of animal, plant or other genetically modified products; 

• the application decree on reparations for damages resulting from the use of LMOs on the property of others. 
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