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annotations to the provisional agenda

INTRODUCTION
1. At its fourth meeting, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol (COP-MOP), in its decision BS-IV/11, established an Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) on Risk Assessment and Risk Management under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The AHTEG was mandated to meet twice prior to the fifth meeting of the Parties, in October 2010, within an interval of not less than ten months, and perform the tasks outlined in the annex to decision BS‑IV/11 in order to achieve the proposed outcomes.
2. The first meeting of the AHTEG was held in Montreal from 20 to 24 April 2009.
 During that meeting, the Group agreed to establish four sub-working groups to focus on each of the issues identified, i.e., the roadmap for risk assessment, living modified mosquitoes, living modified crops resistant or tolerant to abiotic stress, and living modified organisms (LMOs) with stacked genes. 
3. In its first meeting, the Group also established an action plan, which contains a detailed summary of the terms and procedures for reviewing the modalities for the development of guidance documents to be followed prior to the second meeting of the Group. Among other things, the action plan called for a face-to-face meeting of the Sub-Working Group on the Roadmap for Risk Assessment.
4. The current meeting of the Sub-Working Group is aimed at further developing the draft Roadmap and assessing its completeness as tool for facilitating risk assessment of LMOs.
ITEM 1.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

5. The Chair of the Sub-Working Group will open the meeting at 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 12 October 2009. The opening of the meeting will be followed by short remarks from a representative of the host Government, the Chair of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group and the Secretariat.
ITEM 2.
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

2.1.
Election of the Rapporteur of the Sub-Working Group

6. Under this item, the Sub-Working Group will be invited to elect a Rapporteur from among the participants in the meeting.
2.2.
Adoption of the agenda

7. Participants will be invited to consider and adopt the provisional agenda for the meeting (UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA&RM/SWG.1/1/1) prepared by the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chair of the Sub-Working Group.

2.3.
Organization of work
8. Participants will be invited to consider the proposed organization of work for the meeting contained in the annex below, in which it is proposed that the Sub-Working Group will do all its work in plenary. 
Item 3.
SUBStantive ISSUES

3.1
Further development of the Roadmap on the steps to conduct a risk assessment in accordance with Annex III of the Protocol
9. Under this agenda item, participants will be invited to carry out further work on the draft of the Roadmap with the view to reaching a version that will be used as a basis for the discussion groups under the Open-ended Online Expert Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management tentatively scheduled to take place in November 2009.

3.2.
Process for testing the draft Roadmap
10. Under this agenda item, the Sub-Working Group will be invited to define an approach for testing the effectiveness of the draft Roadmap. The aim of the testing process is not to perform a de novo risk assessment but rather to find out whether, by using an actual dossier, the Roadmap indeed follows, in a logical and complete order, the risk assessment process in accordance with Annex III of the Protocol.
11. The testing process may be initiated during this meeting, if time allows, and may continue afterwards in accordance the agreed schedule in the AHTEG action plan.  
3.3.
Tools for the retrieval of publications relevant to the different steps of the Roadmap 
12. Members of the Sub-Working Group will be invited to express their views on how to integrate the Roadmap and tools for retrieval of publications, particularly those available in the Biosafety Information Resources Centre of the Biosafety Clearing-House, that are relevant to the different steps of risk assessment as outlined in the Roadmap.
3.4.
Compatibility between the draft Roadmap and other draft guidance documents developed by the sub-working groups on living modified mosquitoes, living modified crops resistant or tolerant to abiotic stress, and LMOs with stacked genes
13. Under this agenda item the Chairs of the other three sub-working groups (i.e. those on, respectively, living modified mosquitoes, living modified crops resistant or tolerant to abiotic stress and LMOs with stacked genes) will be invited to introduce the current drafts of the guidance documents prepared by their respective groups. 
14. It is expected that the Sub-Working Group on the Roadmap and the Chairs of the other three sub-working groups will review the consistency among the four draft guidance documents. 
3.5.
Additional work of the Sub-Working Group on the Roadmap for Risk Assessment prior to the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment and Risk Management
15. Under this item, participants will be invited to consider what further work is needed for the completion of the work of the Sub-Working Group in preparation for the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment and Risk Management.
ITEM 4.
OTHER MATTERS

16. Under this item, participants will be invited to raise any other matter of relevance to the work of the Sub-Working Group.
ITEM 5.
Adoption of the report

17. The Sub-Working Group will be invited to consider and adopt the report of the meeting, on the basis of a draft to be presented by the Rapporteur.
ITEM 6.
Closure of the meeting
18. It is expected that the meeting will be closed at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 14 October 2009.
Annex
Provisional Programme of Work for the Meeting of the AHTEG Sub-Working Group on the roadmap for risk assessment
Monday, 12 October 2009

9.30 a.m.
Opening of the meeting (agenda item 1)

Morning
Organizational matters (agenda item 2) and Substantive issues (agenda item 3)

Afternoon
Further development of the Roadmap on the steps to conduct a risk assessment in accordance with Annex III of the Protocol (agenda item 3.1)

Tuesday, 13 October 2009
Morning 
Further development of the Roadmap on the steps to conduct a risk assessment in accordance with Annex III of the Protocol (agenda item 3.1) (continued)


Process for testing the draft Roadmap (agenda item 3.2)
Afternoon
Tools for the retrieval of publications relevant to the different steps of the Roadmap (agenda item 3.3)

Compatibility between the draft Roadmap and other draft guidance documents developed by the sub-working groups on living modified mosquitoes, living modified crops resistant or tolerant to abiotic stress, and LMOs with stacked genes (agenda item 3.4)
 

Wednesday, 14 October 2009
Morning
Additional work of the Sub-Working Group on the Roadmap for Risk Assessment prior to the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment and Risk Management (agenda item 3.5)

Afternoon
Other matters (agenda item 4) 


Adoption of the report (agenda item 5)


5 p.m.
Closure of the meeting (agenda item 6)

-----
�	The report of the first meeting of the AHTEG on risk assessment and risk management is available as document UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA&RM/1/3 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/bs/bsrarm-01/official/bsrarm-01-03-en.doc" ��http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/bs/bsrarm-01/official/bsrarm-01-03-en.doc�. 





/…


/…

/…


