Guiding Questions for the online forum on public awareness on LMOs 
15-30 March 2018 
Week 1: 15- 22 March 2018
Theme 1: Messages and communication channels for the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and beyond
The 11th of September 2018 marks the 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The year 2018 also marks the entry into force of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress. This is an excellent opportunity for public awareness purposes on biosafety. 

Please provide 2-3 messages for public awareness purposes on biosafety. Please consider and indicate the target audience and the rationale of the message. Please also indicate further sub-messages for each message to provide more detail, for example actions needed and by whom these should be taken. You may use a matrix to provide your answers.
Messages should be simple, accurate and consistent with the objectives of the Cartagena Protocol.

1. Please fill in the matrix below 

	Theme: 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol & the entry into force of the Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress

	General public
	General public
	General public

	Message 1

Safe use of biotechnology and promotion of sustainable development
	Message 2

Responsible use of LMOs can ensured food  and nutrition security for everyone
	Message 3

Myths and realities of the safe use of biotechnology and practical cases  

	Submessage 1.1
Modern biotechnology as a tool for boosting agriculture sustainability can provide options for reducing the expansion of the agricultural frontiers 
	Submessage 2.1

Using modern biotechnology  to develop crops with enhance nutritional values according to the local population requirements  
	Submessage 3.1

	Submessage 1.2


	Submessage 2.2
	Submessage 3.2

	Submessage 1.3


	Submessage 2.3
	Submessage 3.3


The Inter-secretarial Commission on Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms (CIBIOGEM) is made up of the heads of the Secretaries of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), Health, Agriculture, Livestock, Rural development, Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA), Finance and Public Credit (SHCP), Economy (SE) and Public Education (SEP), and the National Council of Science and Technology (CONACYT). CIBIOGEM coordinates the policies and federal regulation of activities related to genetically modified organisms (GMOs) such as: production, import, export, mobilization, transportation, release into the environment, consumption, and general use of GMOs and their products.
The CIBIOGEM have a Biennial Work Program for 2017 and 2018 supported on the Law on Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms (LBOGM). The implementation of the identified actions contributes to the national development on biosafety of genetically modified organisms (GMOs).

The Biennial Work Program (PTB) promotes the safe use of biotechnology. Therefore, it includes goals, activities, actions and considerations, derived from legal instruments, proposal from technical and advisory bodies, and forums. This factor allows the inclusive and coordinated implementation of activities for the follow up of the topic during the biennium, and it’s aligned to the strategies and action lines from the PTB 2015-2016.

This working plan has been prepared in congruence with the National Development Plan 2013-2018, and considers the decisions adopted at the Eighth Meeting of the Parties (COP-MOP 8) of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which must be implemented at the national level; and those that can be cross-cutting with some issues derived from COP 13, COP-MOP 2 and the CBD.

One of the main objective of the working plan is to strengthen participation, public awareness and education at different levels in the safe use of biotechnology in all sectors of Mexican society.

This objective recognizes the importance of communicate and educate the society sharing reliable information to raise awareness of biosafety issues that strengthen national capacities. The objective is align with national regulations, with the commitments made by Mexico as a Party to the Cartagena Protocol and with different international organizations involved in the safe use of biotechnology.


Specific objectives:
II. 1. Update public information exchange systems, as part of the society participation mechanisms.

II. 2. Raise awareness among different target audiences about the importance of biosafety and biotechnology.

II. 3. Strengthen national capacities in biosecurity of GMOs by providing opportunities for continuous training to public servants and decision makers.


Cordially,

Elizabeth Castillo Villanueva 
Deputy Director on Communications of Biotech and GMOs Biosafety
Executive Secretariat-CIBIOGEM

links:
http://www.conacyt.gob.mx/cibiogem/
Week 2: 23 – 30 March 2018
Theme 2: Collaboration for the Future: Mobilizing partnerships and funding for awareness 

Partnerships and funding opportunities are important to facilitate awareness raising activities. Sharing examples of national experience in this regard may be useful. 
1. Could you provide any examples of partnerships and funding opportunities? 

2. Have high-level dialogues and youth and gender-related awareness efforts played an important role in this regard? 

3. What type of partners and funding opportunities should Parties and relevant stakeholders focus on to raise awareness and how can they be engaged?  Please specify at the local, national and regional levels and include public and private actors. 
Theme 3: Follow-up to the programme of work on PAEP

The Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol and the Programme of Work on PAEP are coming to an end in 2020. The Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI), at its second meeting, will consider a participatory preparatory process and timetable for the follow-up to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, taking into consideration the work of the Convention and its Protocols. This may eventually entail the development of a tool, for example a programme of work, to guide the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol and its Supplementary Protocol.  
4. Do you consider that there is a need to include public awareness, education and participation regarding LMOs in any possible future tool for guiding the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol post-2020?

5. If so, what specific elements/aspects of PAEP could be prioritized in such a tool?

