DRAFT MODERATOR’S SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ONLINE DISCUSSION ON LMOs

BIOSAFETY AWARENESS
(15 – 22 MARCH)
1. In opening the discussion, the moderators highlighted the theme and the relevant guiding questions. The following themes were introduced:
Theme 1: Messages and communication channels for the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and beyond
2. As of 26 March 2018, ninty-three messages were posted which focused on: messages and communication channels for the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and beyond. As of 26 March 2018, 277 participants, comprised of representatives of Parties to the Protocol; non-Parties; relevant organizations; UN agencies and media, participated in the online forum. It was noted that the discussion facilitated best practices and suggestions for upcoming activities to raise awareness in a systematic manner. The discussion also had 8 partners to foster cooperation and coordination from Parties, UN agencies, private sector and a non-governmental organization and 49 resources on documents on best practices and lessons learned on awareness-raising efforts from Governments and other stakeholders made available prior to the discussion in a resource section.
3. The high level of participation facilitated the implementation of programme element 2 on public awareness and education of the programme of work on public awareness, education and participation regarding LMOs; the implementation of priority area 4 of the priority areas to the programme of work to communicate biosafety and empower a wider audience. The eighth meeting of the Parties (COP-MOP 8), decision VIII/18, extended the programme of work until 2020 with priority areas to enable a streamlined strategic focus and foster further commitment to advancing the implementation of the programme of work. 
4. Under this theme, participants provided 2-3 messages and a number of sub-messages for the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and its Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress and beyond based on outlining the target audience and the rationale of the messages. The sub-messages for each message provided more detail, for example actions needed and by whom these should be taken. Many participants also used a matrix to provide messages and sub-messages. In short, participants highlighted different views on the target audience. Some participants emphasized, among others, scientists, policy-makers/regulators and parliamentarians to be the target audiences; while other participants, among others, noted that relevant organizations, local communities, interest groups, media and the general public (e.g. youth, consumers and local communities
) should be the target audiences. However, most participants agreed that the public awareness is for public participation and capacity-building opportunity. Some submissions noted that awareness contributes not only to raising visibility but also to building relations and trust with stakeholders. Regarding the messages, many participants noted the connection of biosafety to life, food, biodiversity and sustainable development. However, most participants noted the lack of awareness of the Protocol and the need for messages to be tailored to different audiences, to be credible and based on the Protocol. Participants noted that the main sub-messages were to take action to promote biosafety as well as to refer to risks and potential benefits of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology. Moderators suggested that countries need to identify the main target audiences and stakeholders that should deliver the messages. They also noted that it is useful for messages to be simple, accurate, clear and independent. 
5. Under the same theme, participants also shared previous experiences, lessons learned and recommendations on public awareness activities. It was recommended that Parties and other stakeholders could focus on more capacity-building activities to raise awareness of the implementation of the Protocol. At the national level, this would entail, for example, holding exhibitions, day/week celebrations, competitions, presentations, announcements on websites and media activities. On a local level, this would entail, for example, holding activities at town hall meetings and centers. Moderators recommend a network on public awareness, education and participation (PAEP), including access to information, regarding living modified organisms (LMOs). The objective is to enhance the capacity of Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to effectively implement the programme and its priority areas until 2020. The network would have an online discussion group that is ongoing with a number of themes and timelines throughout a year. The first theme will be on the 15th anniversary of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The first theme will further plan and discuss activities to ensure biosafety awareness. Within the theme, three topics will be discussed: The Capacity-building (e.g. developing training-of-trainers efforts through the BCH, webinars, question and answer sessions and other means), the national initiatives (e.g. implement media plan for a media campaign and building a network of communicators to facilitate Q and A sessions for international days and the CEPA fairs at COP-MOP) and the local initiatives (e.g. facilitating the setting up of radio programmes and mobile phone announcements by developing and disseminating videos and voice recordings of biosafety issues as well as building capacities for town hall meetings in local languages through biosafety presentations). Based on the limited resources, the Secretariat would facilitate the online discussion in the permanent online network with the assistances of regional moderators. Based on the limited resources, Parties and other stakeholders would also be encouraged to hold national online discussions on public awareness, education and participation regarding LMOs to discuss similar themes with national stakeholders. 
6. Regarding media activities, many submissions highlighted the importance of a media activities, in particular press conferences, journalist training, interviews, TV/Radio programmes and announcement in print media based on public participation requirements under the Cartagena Protocol. It was generally agreed that a media campaign is needed. In this regard, moderators agree to strategically implement this by the development of a media strategy template that the Secretariat could develop to ensure an effective media campaign. 
7. Regarding monitoring and evaluation of awareness-raising activities, a number of suggestions was noted by participants (e.g. case studies, regular surveys, measuring traffic no websites, media coverage, local dialogues, number of participants in training, number of publications disseminated). Above all, moderators note that an interactive monitoring mechanism would be an efficient tool to ensure that monitoring and evaluation is on a regular basis and transparent. In this regard, the Secretariat is advised to provide a feature in an online network for Article 23 or through social media to measure success at a national level. Moderators also suggest that Parties review new features such as blockchain technology or social media tools to hold polls. 
8. With regards to the Secretariat assisting Parties in their awareness-raising activities, the main recommendations were to facilitate the three groups in preparing training materials (e.g. infographs and presentations templates), producing and disseminating videos/voice recordings for radio programmes and mobile phones, holding webinars and developing media strategy plan for media campaign.

9. It was also generally agreed that a communication plan is useful. A few submissions noted that they had developed such a plan. Moderators suggests that the Secretariat would update the communication plan template, including incorporating and synthesizing the messages, sub-messages and activities into a new plan. Moderators also encourage Parties to offer to translate the communication plan template so that the Secretariat could make it available in at least Spanish and French. On a national level, moderators also encourage biosafety regulation that would provide a basis for a system to raising-awareness of biosafety issues. 
10. Moderators would also like to end with two quotes from the discussion: 

“We need to train journalist to be more scientific, but also train the scientists to be more journalistic.” (Ms. Lu Gao, Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, China)
“A ‘theory of change’ explains how activities are understood to produce a series of results that contribute to achieving the final intended impacts”. (Theory of Change. Rogers, 2014)
� The following target audiences may groups for education regarding LMOs: professors, students, researchers, laboratories on LMO detection and custom control officers. 





