Theme 2: Collaboration for the Future: Mobilizing partnerships and funding for awareness Partnerships and funding opportunities are important to facilitate awareness raising activities.  

1. Could you provide any examples of partnerships and funding opportunities?
Communication is a very important in searching partners and can be developed at different levels. On the basis of national experience, the following partners are useful in public awareness and education.

International level: E.g. Secretariat CBD, UNEP (mainly through projects), FAO (Regional workshops organized for the CEE and Asian countries – cooperation of the FAO Regional Office and the Czech Committee for Cooperation with FAO, Ministry of Agriculture)

Regional: Documents developed by specialized European institutions
National: Research institutions, Universities, Centres for environmental education, muzea (esp. at local level), botanical and zoological gardens, Info-centres of the National Parks and Landscape Protecte Areas

2. Have high-level dialogues and youth and gender-related awareness efforts played an important role in this regard?

High-level dialogues are very important (e.g. meeting with members of the Parliament) and can support adoption of the corresponding national legislation, such as the Act on the Right/Free Access to Information, membership and implementation of the Aarhus Convention, as well as the Act on GMOs with a special paragraph on access to information and public participation, or National programme on environmental education.
Cooperation between and among corresponding ministries play an important role as well, with respect to the given theme especially Ministry of the Environment – Ministry of Agriculture – Ministry of Education.

Youth represents an important group and is covered mainly through educational programmes (cooperation with Ministry of Education - schools, centres for environmental education etc.)

Special national Commission on GMOs  and their use, composed of specialists, representatives of different ministries, NGOs and civil societies representatives is very useful not only in solving technical aspects, but as well in information sharing and communication between different stakeholders.

Gender needn´t to be solved, as e.g. in educational sphere women prevail.

3. What type of partners and funding opportunities should Parties and relevant stakeholders focus on to raise awareness and how can they be engaged?  Please specify at the local, national and regional levels and include public and private actors.

Partly described under 2.
As to funding opportunities, mainly projects and grants at international, regional and national levels are crucial. Government support and State authorities special funds play an important role as well. 

As to private sources, the motivation is not so far sufficient, e.g. in the form of tax reduction (good examples exist in some developed countries). 
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