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NATIONAL BIOSAFETY AUTHORITY
KENYA’S CAPACITY AND NEEDS IN DETECTION & IDENTIFICATION OF LIVING MODIFIED ORGANISMS
Status

Kenya has made great strides towards establishment of a functional biosafety framework. However, the National Biosafety Authority lacks adequate infrastructure including modern state-of-the-art molecular laboratory and relevant equipment for efficiently and effectively detect and identify Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs). Currently, only two laboratories in Kenya have limited capacity to detect GMOs routinely. However, since this is not their core mandate, it is never prioritized, these laboratories focus analysis that directly relate to their core mandate given the limited resources. With a wide range of products that are currently in the market and that continue to be developed, it is only a dedicated laboratory that can continue to adopt and develop the relevant protocols. The Authority intends to construct its own GMO testing and reference laboratory facility that will be critical in ensuring adequate testing and analysis is done on GM-products thus assuring their safety to human and animal health as well as providing adequate protection to the environment. 
Needs Assessment
1. There is a need for the Authority to enhance laboratory capacity for GMO testing, detection and traceability in Kenya Therefore, the Authority requests for a support to establish a fully equiped and functional laboratory for detatection and indentification of GMO.
2. There also a need for capacity building on GMO sampling, testing and reporting. The Authority request for support to enhance her capacities on GMO detection and Identification.
List of Laboratories and their Activities
	Laboratory
	Activity

	Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Services (KEPHIS)

Molecular Laboratory

P.O. Box: 49592-00100 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 661 8000; Cell: +254 709 891 000

Email: kephisinfo@kephis.org; director@kephis.org
	Qualitative GMO analysis to ascertain whether regulatory promoter or terminator sequences are present or not.

	Kenya Bureau of Standards

Testing and Metrology Services Division

KEBS Centre, Popo Road

PO Box 54974-00200 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 6948000

E-mail: info@kebs.org
	Qualitative GMO analysis to ascertain whether regulatory promoter or terminator sequences are present or not.

	SGS Kenya Limited, 

Victoria Towers, 

Kilimanjaro Avenue, Upper Hill Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: +254 20 273 3690.  Cell: +254 709 633 000
	Qualitative and Quantitative detection and identification of GMOs. Analysis is done abroad not in the Kenyan laboratory which is expensive and takes long.

	Centre for Biotechnology & Bioinformatics (CEBIB) Laboratory, 

College of Biological and Physical Sciences, University of Nairobi. 

P.O. Box 30197-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.

Tel. +254 20 4449004/5

Email: cebib@uonbi.ac.ke
	Undergraduate and Graduate Teaching and Research Laboratory.

	The Plant Transformation Laboratory,

Department of Biochemistry and Biotechnology,

Kenyatta University

P.O. Box 43844 – 00100

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 871090 Ext. 3711

Email: chairman-biochem@ku.ac.ke
	Undergraduate and Graduate Teaching and Research Laboratory.


