

Guiding questions for the Online Forum on Capacity-building for Biosafety

The objective of the Online Forum is to have online discussions to promote capacity-building for biosafety to support the implementation of the Capacity-building Action Plan for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

The aim of the online discussions is to identify needs and priorities of capacity-building activities and to mobilize a community of stakeholders working together on capacity-building activities. 


Topic 1:  Capacity-building priority needs and challenges

	1. Based on the submission of information from governments and organizations on implementing or funding biosafety capacity-building activities, what do you consider are the key capacity-building priority needs and challenges to implement the Capacity-building Action Plan (e.g. securing financial support to implement regulations, information-sharing, strengthening the administrative systems needed to implement the regulatory frameworks, conducting risk assessment of LMOs, training regulators)? The summary of submissions is available at https://www.cbd.int/meetings/CP-CB-OM-2025-01

2. Based on the above-mentioned submissions, some of the priority needs and challenges to implementing the Capacity-building Action Plan for the Protocol were not highlighted, including Goal A.3. on full information on the implementation of the Protocol made available by Parties in a timely manner, Goal A.4. on compliance with the requirements of the Protocol, Goal A.6 on illegal and unintentional transboundary movements of LMOs, Goal A.9. on socio-economic considerations regarding LMOs and Goal B.3. specifically on public participation regarding LMOs. Please visit the Capacity-building Action Plan at https://bch.cbd.int/protocol/post2020/capacity-building/text.shtml. Could you provide some information on the priority needs and challenges for these goals?






Topic 2:  Ongoing and planned biosafety capacity-building projects/initiatives

	Please provide information on current and planned capacity-building initiatives and opportunities available to Parties to the Protocol.
These may include projects, workshops, webinars, online or in-person courses, training materials, academic programs (e.g., degrees or certificates), studies, and surveys.
Kindly submit relevant websites, document links, and supporting resources to:
Capacity Development Initiatives in the Biosafety Clearing-House: https://bch.cbd.int/en/search?currentPage=1&schema=capacityBuildingInitiative
Virtual Library Resources: https://bch.cbd.int/en/register/VLR/new
Once submitted, the Secretariat will review and approve the records, allowing a link to be created to the submitter. Participants may then share the link.


Identify the target audience for each capacity-building activity.

Specify the timeframe or schedule for each activity, including start and end dates where applicable.

What are the key global, regional cooperation (e.g. multi-country projects) and/or local cooperation efforts that could be promoted in countries to hold capacity-building activities?


	




Topic 3: Building a community of practice- Lessons learned and opportunities 

	1. Do you use the Roster of Experts? If so, please provide details.
The Roster of Experts is available at: https://bch.cbd.int/en/search?currentPage=1&tab=nationalRecords&schema=biosafetyExpert&group=government&group=schema
2. In your opinion, are networking opportunities important for improving capacity-building? If so, please provide examples.
3. What types of cooperation efforts could help build synergies and share expertise (e.g., promoting partnerships)? Please provide more details.
Can you share any examples or lessons learned from past experiences?







