MODALITIES FOR THE DISCUSSION TOPICs
Participation

The discussion topics will be open to registered participants sharing his/her views and experiences relevant to the subject matter. Participants will be able to post their messages at different times but within the timeframe allocated to each agenda item or session. 
Interested participants who wish to post messages would still need to be nominated by their Head of Unit, Head of department or head of organization that can verify their expertise in the subject matter.  

Rules of the discussion groups

1. All participants that make contributions to the discussion topics shall do so in their personal capacity unless they explicitly state that their submissions represent the views of their government or organization.

2. All participants shall exercise respect and courtesy towards all other participants, including those whose views may differ from theirs.

3. Participants shall not post abusive, libellous or misleading messages / materials / links.

4. Each Participant shall be solely responsible for any information, materials, or links to any materials, that he/she posts or disseminates electronically to the forum participants. Copyrighted material should not be posted without permission from the copyright holder.

5. By signing up for the discussion topics, participants shall have expressly authorised the CBD Secretariat and the moderator of the discussion topics to summarise and disseminate all or part of their postings to the discussion topics as part of reports or any other document(s) that may be subsequently prepared by the Secretariat.

6. The discussion topics shall be conducted in accordance with the rules of procedure and the common practices for meetings under the Protocol (https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/bs-rules-en.pdf). 

Moderation

The discussion topics will be moderated by Ms. Thato Mogapi from South Africa. 
Messages posted to the discussion topics will be screened by the Secretariat and the moderator. The intent is to ensure that the messages are relevant and consistent with the rules and guidelines for the discussion topic (which are set out below). They will also reserve the right to refuse posting any message that is inconsistent with the objectives, rules and guidelines of the discussion topics.

The online discussions will be moderated through discussions on selected topics over a restricted period of time. The discussions follow a specific agenda with time-bound sessions to facilitate an orderly exchange of ideas and information. 

Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat and the moderator do not endorse, represent or guarantee the accuracy or reliability of any messages or materials posted by participants.
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